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"Senor Fox: 

Six years ago we wrote a letter to Ernesto Zedillo 
Ponce de Leon, your predecessor. Now that you are the 
new head of the federal executive it's my duty to 
inform you that as of today you have inherited a war 
in the south east of Mexico: a war declared on the 
first of January 1, 1994 by the Zapatista Army of 
National Liberation against the federal government, 
demanding democracy, liberty, and justice for all 
Mexicans . 

"From the beginning of the uprising we faced the 
federal goverment in conformity with the laws of war 
and the rules of military honor. Since then, the army 
has attacked us without regard for military honor and 
in violation of the international treaties. More than 
70 thousand federal troops (including around 20 
thousand "counterinsurgency specialists") have 
besieged and persecuted the Zapatistas for two 
thousand five hundred twenty five days (counting 
today). Two thousand of those days the army has been 
in violation of the Law of Dialogue, Negotiation and 
Dignified Peace in Chiapas, expounded by the Congress 
of the Union on March 10, 1995. 

"During these six years of the war the Zapatistas 
have resisted and we have faced two federal executives 
(self titled 'presidents'), two secretaries of 
National Defense, six secretaries of Government, five 
commissions of the 'peace', five 'governors' of 
Chiapas and a multitude of mid-level functionaries. 
All of them are now gone. Some are being investigated 
for their links with organized crime, others are in 
exile, and some others are unemployed. 
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